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Universities’ Outreach Activities Progress Reports Presentation Workshop

AICAD Headquarters, Juja, Kenya 20-21 February 2012

Workshop objectives

The objective of the workshop is to share actual experiences from the Universities on progress made in the development of Outreach Policy Documents as well as the implementation of AICAD-supported universities’ outreach projects in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. At the same time, AICAD will present the institution’s experiences gained from the three participating countries during implementation of related activities under the institute’s Community Empowerment Program (CEP) and Knowledge and Technology Dissemination Program (KTDP).

By the end of the workshop, it is expected that participants will be able to determine what constitutes ‘best practice’ in implementation of universities outreach activities, based on the lessons learned.
Workshop background
In October 2010, AICAD organized its first symposium on Universities’ Outreach Activities (UOA). The idea of holding this symposium came as a result of the recognition that while Universities all over the world have a key role to play in society, there is a particular need for universities in Africa to expand their social mission towards increased involvement in solving community problems. These universities not only continue to generate, but are custodians of a considerable mass of knowledge and technology. They are therefore, key players in domesticating this knowledge and technology and diffusing it into the economy. However, this requires governments as well as other players, such as AICAD to focus on strengthening the role of the academic community as well as business in development. It also requires increased investment in generating, adapting and diffusing available technical knowledge to local uses.

During this first symposium, experiences on good practice were presented and a dialogue on mechanisms for promotion of university extension/outreach activities in collaboration with AICAD was initiated. The outcome of the symposium included recommendations on strategies and plans for establishment and strengthening of implementation of outreach programs and activities in member universities in order to bring research, training and outreach activities into the service of local communities. Among these was a recommendation for the development of outreach policy and strategies for each member institution. Another was that AICAD should consider providing direct support for implementation of universities’ outreach activities by selecting from among project proposals submitted to the institute by member universities.
In an effort to implement these recommendations, AICAD organized symposiums in each participating country on Development of Policy for Implementation of Universities’ Outreach and activities. AICAD also provided direct funding to the selected project proposals from (i) Masinde Muliro University of Science and Technology in Kenya (ii) Gulu University in Uganda and (iii) Sokoine University of Agriculture in Tanzania, to support implementation of outreach activities in these institutions.

AICAD is therefore organizing the Progress Reports Presentation Workshop where it is expected that key elements of what should constitute ‘best practice’ in implementation of universities’ outreach activities will be discussed, based on lessons learned from the various interventions.

Workshop organization

This workshop is being organized by the African Institute for Capacity Development (AICAD) through collaboration and support from the Japan International Corporation Agency (JICA). The workshop organizing committee comprises:

· Prof. Philip Kutima,  Deputy Executive Director, AICAD

· Dr. Jiro Nozaka, Chief Advisor, AICAD/JICA Project 

· Dr. Benson Odongo, Director Research & Development, AICAD 

· Dr. Samwel Werema, Director Administration & Finance, AICAD 

· Dr. Mariam Sensalire, Director Information, Network & Documentation, AICAD 

· Ms. Naoko Ide, Programme Management Advisor, AICAD/JICA Project

· Mr. Yoshiya Nishibata, Project Coordinator, AICAD/JICA Project

· Mr. Patrick Wakhu,  Director Training & Extension, AICAD

Date, venue, audience and registration

The workshop will be held at AICAD Secretariat, Juja from Monday 20 February 2011 – Tuesday 21 February 2012. AICAD seeks to pull together representatives of each of the AICAD member public universities, AICAD parent ministries dealing with Finance and Higher Education as well as representatives from selected national and regional organizations that are involved in science-policy interactions in the area of implementation of outreach activities. More detailed information about the programme will follow shortly. Please contact Mr. Patrick Wakhu (aicad@aicad.or.ke) for more information about the content of the workshop. Lunches, tea and coffee will be served at the workshop location. Participation costs will be met by AICAD.
